After pointing out to his patient the necessity of a speedy delivery, Mr Giffard says, " I passed up the two fore-fingers of my left hand into the vagina, which I found in some measure stopped up with coagulated blood; this I removed, and then being able to touch the os internum, I found it dilated wide enough to admit the ends of three or four fingers, which I passed into it, and by spreading them endeavoured to dilate it. This had so far the desired effect, that I made my way to pass in my whole hand. The first thing I met with was the placenta, which I found closely adhering round the os internum of the uterus, which, amongst many other instances, is a proof that the placenta is not always fixed to the bottom of the uterus, accord*-ing to the opinion of some writers in midwifery. Its adhering to the os internum was, in my opinion, the occasion of the flooding, for, as the os internum was gradually dilated, the placenta at the same time was separated, from whence proceeded the effusion of blood.11

